MR. SKINNER'S REPORT ON CHINESE LABOUR
the two charges laid at its door by the speakers, who would IK
far greater good to themselves if they had confined themselves t
statement of facts, which are staggering enough.   And the best pi
adduced against the Town Council is in its own admission, namely, tnai
out of 1,200 claims, only 164 claimants have thought fit to accept the
ridiculous offers made by it.    It might be said that the claimants knew
their business far better than outsiders, and that their having accepted a
settlement shows that the oifer must have been very fair. Those, however,
who will argue thus, forget the main fact that the Council and the claimants
are not equally matched.   People who are deprived of their land, which is
perhaps their only support in life, and are hard pressed by creditors, would
have to, whether they would or not, come to terms with their adversary,
who may control an inexhaustible purse, as the Town Council undoubtedly
does, so far as the poor residents of the Insanitary Area are concerned.
We, therefore, think that even the settlement of the few claims cannot be
put forward to the credit of the Town Council.  But it stands self-condemned
when we consider that the largest number of claims is still undisposed of.
Coming to the nature of the claims, we have been supplied with information
which goes to show that the work of valuation has been taken up without
any method.   There are Stands, on which very decent buildings have been
erected, which have been valued at the same price as those on which there
are rickety structures only.   It should be borne in mind that the Stands
in question are, apart from the structures, of the same value, being in the
same locality and almost adjacent.    And these are not merely isolated
instances. In many more cases, Stands, which, when last changing hands,
brought a fair value, have been undervalued by the Council Valuators.
It is all very well to say that the owners have put in exorbitant claims.
They may or may not have done so, but we clo think that, in adopting
the cheese-paring policy, the Council is doing but an ill-service to the
general body of ratepayers.   In doing so, the Councillors have perhaps
formed an exaggerated opinion of their duty, and in trying to save money
to the ratepayers in general, they are inflicting an injustice on those rate-
payers who are most in need of fairness, if not generous treatment.   The
law has deprived them, the owners, of the benefit of the rise that will take
place in the value, of rent within the Insanitary Area after the improve-
ments have been made thereon.   No complaint can be made against the
proposition that tin* whole of such increment would belong to the rate-
payers. But that being so, it was only to be expected of the Town Council
that it would treat the owners of the Insanitary Area in a fair and handsome
manner.   AH to the proposal of the Town Council to charge rents from
the owners, it is very difficult to withhold one's sympathy from those who
are opposing it*   The speakers at the mass meeting uttered nothing but
the truth when they said that many of them were dependent on the income
from their properties.    The Town Council may be legally justified in
inntBting on its pound of flesh, but m a matter of this kind the legal justi-
fication becomes nothing short of cruelty if it is not tempered with humane